able from time to timefor example, four pages on Wilson's disease with practically nothing about peripheral neuropathy.
'Current Diagnosis 3' is a valuable book for the browser and for finding information outside one's immediate field of interest. Whether resort to any book is the best method of solving a diagnostic problem is doubtful, but the large index certainly makes it helpful in this respect. It would be useful in any medical library. R Each is a short monograph intended for sixth-formers, students in colleges of education and polytechnics, and firstand second-year undergraduates. The list of titles shows that they are directed to students of biology rather than of medicine. The main structure and function of the mammalian heart, illustrated principally by reference to the human organ, are well outlined. The cellular structure and function are dealt with best, and there are good electron micrographs and diagrams illustrating them. The gross anatomy is sketchily presented, and the account of the sequence of the cardiac cycle is not always accurate -for example, when the papillary muscles are described as 'pulling the edges of the mitral valve cusps together before ventricular contraction'. Similar criticism applies to the account of the conducting system of the heart.
Obviously, too much cannot be expected of an attempt to describe the mammalian heart in thirteen pages of text, of which over half is occupied by illustrations. This booklet may well have a place in the biology course in schools, but could not be recommended to medical students. D In the City of London, at the junction of Houndsditch and Aldgate, stands the ancient parish church of St Botolph without Aldgate. 'Chronicle from Aldgate' is based upon a study of the parish registers of christenings, marriages and burials which covered the years 1588 to 1625 and are now deposited in the City's Guildhall Library. These records are said to be unusual because not only names and dates but ages, causes of death, inquests, &c. were entered with meticulous care by the parish clerks. An entry in 1626 records the burial of Anne Wittles, sometime wife of Augustine Philips, one of the King's players who, like his friend and fellow actor, William Shakespeare, performed at the Shoreditch theatres.
Epidemics of the plague struck the parish in the years 1563, 1593, 1603 and 1625, the last being the worst; in the twelvemonth beginning December 1624 there were 2573 burials, of which 1653 were victims of the plague. Statistics of infant mortality show that, in the 1580s and 1590s, only 70 out of every 100 infants born in the parish survived to the age of one year. The majority of the parishioners were poor, and a chapter on the care of the indigent sick gives an account of some of the early poor laws, which regulated parish relief for several centuries.
The book is well produced, interesting as well as informative, and should prove to be a valuable contribution to the medical and social history of London in Shakespeare's time. It ought to find a place in every medical library.
A D MORRIS
Joslin's Diabetes Mellitus edited by Alexander Marble, Priscilla White, Robert F Bradley and Leo P Krall 11th ed pp xii+ 884 illustrated £14-60 Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger 1971 London: Henry Kimpton It is refreshing to find a book in which the aims of treatment of diabetes are so clearly spelt out -'to abolish glycosuria by restoring intracellular utilization of glucose to an optimal level; to keep the blood glucose as well as blood cholesterol and lipid values within normal limits; to prevent ketoacidosis and coma; to maintain weight, strength and health as nearly normal as is possible for the age of the patient concerned; and to prevent late vascular and neurologic complications'.
The eleventh edition of 'Joslin' -sadly the first without Dr Joslin and Dr Howard F Rootconfronts the question of achieving these aims in 32 chapters. The first few describe the epidemiology, the pathophysiology, the pathology and the chemistry of diabetes. Then come clinical chapters on diet, insulin, oral agents and coma. Systematic accounts of 'diabetes and the x' follow, where x is eyes, kidneys, nervous system, skin, &c. The book concludes with assorted topicsemotional and socio-economic considerations, lipoatrophic disease and hypoglycemia. Each chapter is supported by an abundance of references which follow the text (an acceptable style change); 727 of them round off the section on pathophysiology. Useful food lists include fatty acid, cholesterol and vitamin content.
